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Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Bootle. 

BOth  September,  1940. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  County  Borough  of  Bootle. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Councillor  Smith,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  sixty-seventh  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department,  which,  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  has  been  much  curtailed, 
although  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  preparation  and  preser- 
vation of  the  usual  statistics  in  order  that,  after  the  termination  of 
the  war,  the  annual  records  may  as  far  as  practicable  be  continuous 
and  complete. 


Attention  is  directed  to  the  following  features  of  interest  in  the 
statistical  records  of  the  year:  — 

(1)  A rise  in  the  birth  rate  to  21.1  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
a rate  40  per  cent,  in  excess  of  that  returned  for  England 
and  Wales. 

(2)  A small  fall  in  the  death  rate  to  12.4  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation, a record  low  figure  for  the  borough. 

(3)  A fall  in  the  infant  mortality  rate  to  65  per  1,000  births,  a 
record  low  figure  for  the  borough. 

Duties  in  connection  with  Civil  Defence  became  increasingly  heave 
during  the  course  of  the  year,  and  the  working  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment w as  closely  affected  by  the  following  occurrences — 
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(1)  The  evacuation  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  infectious  disease 
from  Linacre  Hospital  on  1st  September,  and  the  transfer 
of  patients,  staff  and  equipment  from  the  Bootle  General 
Hospital  on  2nd  September  to  the  premises  so  vacated;  since 
that  date  Linacre  Hospital  has  accommodated  the  General 
Hospital,  which,  with  added  beds,  now  functions  also  as 
the  casualty  hospital  of  the  borough. 

(2)  The  conversion  early  in  September  of  the  Health  Centre,  a 
Pavilion  at  Linacre  Hospital,  and  the  basement  of  the  out- 
patient department  of  the  Bootle  General  Hospital  into  First- 
Aid  Posts. 

(3)  The  evacuation  of  large  numbers  of  women  and  children  to  a 
reception  area  in  September,  and  the  temporary  transfer  of 
professional  and  clerical  staff  to  assist  in  their  supervision. 

Special  pleasure  is  taken  in  recording  my  indebtedness  to  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  in  acknow- 
ledging the  devoted  service  of  the  medical,  nursing  and  other  staff  of 
the  Department  whereby,  with  a minimum  of  disturbance,  the  existin 
clinic  and  domiciliary  services  have  continued  to  be  available,  whil 
at  other  times  the  training,  organising  and  executive  work  of  the 
Casualty  Services  and  the  medical  supervision  of  evacuation,  actual 
and  contemplated,  have  been  continued  and  extended. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


CD  aq 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1939. 


Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate)  at  mid-year  1939 — 

(a)  For  Birth  rate  ...  ...  

(b)  For  Death  rates 

Area  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  river  heel)  ... 

Population  at  Census  of  1931 


73,780 

71,900 

1946-5 

76,770 


Census. 

Per  occupied  dwelling. 

No.  of  persons. 

No.  of  families 

1911 

5*6 

112 

1921 

5*6 

117 

1931 

503 

118 

Inhabited  houses  (end  of  1939)  according  to  Rate  Books  ...  16,811 

Uninhabited  houses  (end  of  1939)  according  to  Rate  Books  ...  308 

Total.  Males.  Females. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  ...  1508  753  755 

Illegitimate  ...  49  25  24 


Total  ...  1557  778  779  Birth  Rate  2P1 


Still  Births,  61.  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  38'1 

Deaths  895  Death  Rate  12*45 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Deaths 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  Nil. 

Other  puerperal  causes  ...  5 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1 
births — Legitimate,  61;  Illegitimate,  191 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ... 

Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  per  1,000 
Death  Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  per  1,000 
Natural  increase  of  the  population  during  the  year 
Number  of  deaths  of  Infants  (under  the  age  of  one  year) 


(live  and  still)  births 
Nil. 

31 

000  live 

Total  65 
2 
1 

18 
101 
1-08 
662 
100 


The  Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  as  at  1st  April  1939  was  £518,480 
The  estimated  product  of  a Penny  Rate  for  1939-40  ...  ...£1963 

In  1939-40  the  General  Rate  was  15/ Id.  in  the  pound  (excluding  water 

rate  and  charges). 

The  cost  of  the  Health  Services  during  1939-40  was  estimated  at 
£40,125,  equivalent  to  a rate  of  Is.  8'44d.  in  the  pound. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BOOTLE. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


I. -VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population.  — At  the  Census  in  1881  the  population  enumerated 
was  27,374;  in  1891,  49,217;  in  1901,  58,556;  in  1911,  69,876;  in  1921, 
76,487;  and  in  1931,  76,770. 

On  September  26th,  1940,  the  Registrar-General  intimated  that  his 
estimates  of  population  at  mid-year  1939  were  (a)  for  birth  rate  73,780, 
and  (b)  for  death  rates  71,900,  as  against  74,080  at  mid-year  1938,  and 
these  figures  have  been  used  in  calculations  of  statistics  throughout 
this  report. 

Births. — During  the  year  there  were  registered  1,557  births  to 
Bootle  parents,  representing  a birth-rate  of  21'1  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  that  for  England  and  Wales  being  15'0.  In  1938  the  Bootle 
birth-rate  was  20'1  and  for  the  decennium  1929-1938  it  was  21'8.  There 
were  778  male  and  779  female  births.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  birth- 
rate, which  reached  a post-war  maximum  of  29'7  in  the  first  quarter  of 
1920  and  its  minimum  in  1938,  now  shows  a rise.  Tbe  national  birth- 
rate, which  has  always  been  lower  than  that  of  Bootle,  shows  a small 
fall. 


6 


Period. 

BOOTEE. 

Enoland  Walus 

Total  Births. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

1873—1880  ... 

6,846 

386 

354 

1881—1890  ... 

15,508 

368 

324 

1891—1900  ... 

17,716 

332 

299 

1901—1910  ... 

20,468 

323 

272 

1911—1920  ... 

20,748 

276 

218 

1921—1930  ... 

18,884 

22-8 

184 

1931  b.. 

1,667 

216 

158 

1932 

1,768 

229 

153 

1933 

1,652 

21-4 

144 

1934 

1,644 

214 

14-8 

1935 

1,636 

214 

14  7 

1936 

1,688 

222 

148 

1937 

1,640 

220 

149 

1938 

1,550 

20T 

151 

1939 

1,557 

21T 

15'0 

The  illegitimate  births  numbered  49,  and  were  3'1  per  cent,  of  the 
total.  In  1938  the  total  number  was  46,  and  in  1937,  63. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  of  Bootle  residents  during 
1939,  whether  within  or  without  the  Borough,  was  895;  this  figure 
includes  50  who  died  in  institutions  within  the  Borough,  383  who  died 
in  transferred  institutions  in  Liverpool,  53  who  died  in  hospitals  out- 
side the  Borough,  and  12  who  died  in  mental  hospitals,  making  a total 
of  498  deaths  in  institutions.  The  death-rate  for  1939  was,  therefore, 
12  4 per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  13‘0  in  1938,  and 
12B  in  1937. 

The  death-rate  in  Bootle  for  the  decennium  1921-1930  was  135, 
and  for  1911-1920,  17  1.  The  crude  death-rate  of  the  126  great  towns 
of  England  and  Wales  during  1939  was  12‘0.  The  table  below  demon- 
strates the  general  downward  trend  of  both  national  and  local  rates 
since  the  beginning  of  the  century. 
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Period. 

15001 

LE. 

Enoland  & Wai.b* 

Total  Deaths. 

llaU  per  1,000. 

ltate  per  1,OOW. 

1873—1880  ... 

3,823 

217 

21-2 

1881—1890  ... 

8,260 

199 

191 

1891—1900  *.. 

10,942 

206 

182 

1901—1910  ... 

11,400 

17'8 

15  4 

1911—1920  ... 

12,470 

171 

14  3 

1921—1930  ... 

10,336 

135 

121 

1931 

1,140 

148 

123 

1932 

1,027 

133 

120 

1933 

1,075 

139 

123 

1934 

990 

129 

11-8 

1935 

980 

128 

117 

1936 

1,037 

136 

121 

1937 

953 

12'8 

124 

1938 

960 

130 

11-6 

1939 

895 

12:4 

121 

The  death-rate  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  was  16'4,  during 
the  second,  12'0;  the  third,  9'4;  and  the  fourth,  12'0. 


The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  institutions  was  498,  i.e., 
56  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  as  compared  with  55  per  cent,  in  1938, 
and  62  per  cent,  in  1937.  The  increasing  use  made  of  institutions  for 
the  accommodation  of  cases  of  terminal  illness  is  illustrated  by  a com- 
parison with  the  percentage  of  29  in  1920. 

Comparability  of  Crude  Death  Rates.  — If  the  populations  of  all 
areas  were  similarly  constituted  as  regards  the  proportions  of  their  sex 
and  age  group  components,  their  crude  death  rates  (deaths  per  1,000 
population)  could  be  accepted  as  valid  comparative  measures  of  the 
mortalities  experienced  by  the  several  populations. 

In  practice,  however,  populations  are  not  thus  similarly  constituted, 
and  the  Registrar-General  accordingly  supplies  a “comparability  factor’’ 
for  treatment  of  the  crude  death  rate;  in  this  area  that  factor  is  1'18, 
and  the  adjusted  death  rate  therefore  becomes  14'6.  The  standardised 
death  rate  based  upon  the  constitution  of  the  1901  population  as 
regularly  used  by  the  Registrar-General  in  his  annual  reviews  is,  how- 
ever, 12  0,  a lower  figure  than  the  crude  death  rate. 
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Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  100  deaths  of  infants,  compared 
with  126  in  1938,  and  127  in  1937.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  was 
65  per  1,000  births,  compared  with  81  in  1938,  and  82'6  in  the  decen- 
nium  of  1929-1938.  An  examination  of  the  factors  underlying  infantile 
mortality  during  the  year  is  made  on  pages  31  and  40. 

The  rate  of  infantile  mortality  amongst  males  was  72,  and  amongst 
females  59.  Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  rate  of  infantile 
mortality  was  50  per  1,000  births,  and  in  the  126  great  towns  it  was  53. 

Thirty-five  infants  died  before  they  were  a week  old,  and  a total  of 
51,  or  51  per  cent.,  of  all  the  deaths  under  one  year,  occurred  in  child- 
ren under  the  age  of  one  month.  This  is  a neo-natal  mortality  rate  of 
33'2  per  1,000. 

Young  Child  Mortality  .—In  1939  there  were  22  deaths  of  children 
aged  1 to  5 years,  as  compared  with  45  in  1938.  The  principal  causes 
were — diphtheria  9,  pneumonia  2,  tuberculosis  2,  and  violence  2. 

Uncertified  Deaths. — Eighty-three  deaths  (55  of  residents  and  28  of 
non-residents)  were  the  subject  of  a Coroner’s  inquest,  while  in  31  cases 
the  death  was  registered  without  certification  by  a medical  man  or  a 
Coroner;  this  is  equivalent  to  3'5  per  cent,  of  deaths  uncertified. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

The  causes  of  death,  classified  according  to  age,  are  shown  in  the 
table  on  page  39. 

Epidemic  Diseases.  — The  epidemic  diseases  (excluding  influenza) 
were  responsible  for  41  deaths,  as  compared  with  the  average  of  68'8 
during  the  preceding  ten  years.  There  were  2 deaths  from  measles, 
as  against  20  in  1938;  16  deaths  from  diphtheria,  as  against  17  in  1938; 
1 death  from  whooping  cough,  as  against  7;  1 death  from  scarlet  fever, 
as  in  the  previous  year;  none  from  enteric  fever,  as  last  year.  The 
deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  were  21,  as  against  7 during  1938; 
18  were  of  children  under  two  years  of  age. 

Respiratory  Diseases.  — The  death-rate  from  respiratory  diseases 
was  lower  than  that  recorded  in  the  two  preceding  years.  Pneumonia 
was  responsible  for  72  deaths,  bronchitis  for  47,  and  other  respiratory 
diseases  for  8,  making  the  total  deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  (ex- 
cluding influenza  and  tuberculosis)  127,  or  14 '2  per  cent,  of  the  total 


9 


deaths  at  all  ages,  as  compared  with  148,  or  15'4  per  cent,  in  1938. 
Influenza  was  entered  as  a cause  of  death  in  12  cases,  as  against  2 
in  the  preceding  year. 

Cancer. — Cancer  was  registered  as  the  cause  of  death  in  116  cases, 
as  compared  with  141  in  the  preceding  year.  This  represents  a cancer 
crude  death-rate  of  TGI  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with 
101  during  the  years  1911  to  1920,  with  0'78  per  1,000  during  the  first 
ten  years  of  this  century,  and  with  0'55  during  the  ten  years  1891  to 


1900. 


ECONOMIC  CONDITIONS. 


Valuable  information  as  to  economic  conditions  having  a hearing  on 
the  health  of  the  town  is  obtained  from  data  kindly  supplied  by  the 
Clerk  to  the  Public  Assistance  Committee,  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour, 
and  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Bootle  Insurance  Committee. 

It  appears  that  during  the  year  1939  £58,982  was  expended  in 
outdoor  relief,  including  £3,433  to  unemployment  cases  (comparable 
figures  for  1938  were  £60,307  and  £5,289).  Further,  the  annual 
return  of  persons  in  Receipt  of  Poor  Belief  on  the  night  of  1st  January 
1940,  shows  357  persons  to  have  been  in  receipt  of  institutional  relief, 
of  whom  49  were  persons  not  suffering  from  sickness,  accident,  or  bodily 
or  mental  infirmity,  and  2,992  persons  to  have  been  in  receipt  of  domi- 
ciliary relief,  of  whom  94  were  relieved  on  account  of  unemployment. 
The  total  number  of  persons  in  receipt  of  Poor  Belief  on  31st  December 
1939  was  equivalent  to  406  per  10,000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  616  in  1938. 

Beturns  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  show  that  at  the  undermentioned 
dates  the  following  numbers  of  insured  men  and  women  were  recorded 
as  unemployed  and  resident  in  the  Borough,  namely:  — 


Men.  Women 
5,540  689 

4,862  622 


17th  April  1939 
10th  July  1939 


16th  October  1939  4,065  1743 

15th  January  1940  ...  ...  ...  4,055  1278 

Beturns  from  the  thi’ee  local  “ Clearing  Houses  ” show  a monthly 
approximate  unemployed  average  of  4,310  men  and  969  women;  the 
averages  for  boys  and  girls  are  respectively  399  and  252,  but  for  these 
last  two  groups  it  is  not  possible  to  say  what  percentages  are  actually 
resident  in  Bootle. 
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The  following  table  summarises  conditions  as  to  unemployment  and 
public  assistance  for  the  past  ten  years:  — 


Year. 

Approximate 

monthly  average 
of  unemployed 
adult  males. 

Persons  in  receipt  of 
relief  on  1st  January. 

Total  cost  of 
outdoor  relief. 

£ 

Institutional 

Domiciliary 

1930 

9202 

481  (31/3/30) 

2484 

36,268 

1931 

7598 

475 

2864 

47,865 

1932 

7013 

375 

3936 

64,999 

1933 

6926 

455 

5659 

82,843 

1934 

6476 

431 

6871 

107,807 

1935 

6780 

410 

7270 

113,130 

1936 

6389 

548 

6751 

109,747 

1937 

5146- 

511 

6586 

74,727 

1938 

5051 

480 

4354 

60,307 

1939 

4310 

464 

4124 

58,982 

As  regards  National  Health  Insurance,  the  total  number  of  insured 
persons  in  the  Borough  on  1st  October  1939  was  32,236,  or  44  per 
cent,  of  the  total  population.  There  was  a small  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  prescriptions  made  up  during  the  year.  It  will  be  recalled  that 
the  number  of  prescriptions  dispensed  for  insured  persons  rose  from 
50,738  to  164,253  between  1921  and  1937,  with  a corresponding  increase 
in  the  annual  cost  of  medicines  from  £1,955  to  £5,149  6s.  5d.,  while 
this  year  the  experience  is  155,078  prescriptions  at  a cost  of  £5,060 
11s.  4d. 

II.  GENERAL  PUBLIC  MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

The  control  of  the  transferred  medical  services  remains  with  the 
Public  Assistance  Committee,  although  in  November  1931  the  Council 
delegated  to  the  Health  Committee  the  powers  contained  in  Part  I of 
the  °Local  Government  Act,  1929,  with  respect  to  the  provision  of 
hospital  accommodation . 


INSTITUTIONAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  THE  SICK. 

By  agreement  continuing  until  April  19501  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  ihe  reception  of  Bootle  sick  into  the  hospitals  transferred  to 
the  Liverpool  City  Council  after  the  passing  of  the  Local  Government 

Act,  1929. 
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DOMICILIARY  MEDICAL  ATTENDANCE. 

The  administration  of  medical  out-relief  included  in  the  functions 
transferred  to  the  Council  on  1st  April  1930  is  controlled  by  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee  acting  through  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  the  arrangements  remain  as  described  in  the  last  annual  report. 

Examination  of  the  returns  of  surgery  consultations  and  home 
visits  during  the  year  showed  the  weekly  average  to  have  been  152 
surgery  consultations  and  11  home  visits  in  District  No.  1,  67  con- 
sultations and  9 visits  in  District  No.  2,  and  219  consultations  and  34 
visits  in  District  No.  3.  There  was  a substantial  reduction  in  the. 
amount  of  medical  attention  required  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

VACCINATION. 

According  to  information  supplied  by  the  Vaccination  Officer,  1,239 
successful  primary  vaccinations  and  four  successful  re-vaccinations  were 
performed  during  the  year  ended  30th  September  1939,  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year’s  figures  of  1,191  and  four  respectively. 

III.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Staff  for  this  work  consists  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
with  five  assistants,  one  of  whom  is  engaged  principally  on  special 
duties  in  connection  with  food  inspection. 

Nuisances. — It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  nuisances  for 
which  notices  were  served  on  owners  and  occupiers  was  5,359,  as  against 
5,268  in  1938;  the  other  work  done  under  the  Housing  Acts  is  set  out  in 
the  Housing  Section  of  this  report  on  pages  36  and  37. 

Fertilisers  and  Feedings  Stuffs  Act , 1926. — Ten  samples  of  feed- 
ings stuffs  and  two  samples  of  fertilisers  were  obtained  during  the  year. 

Canal  Boats. — During  the  year  53  visits  of  inspection  were  made 
to  canal  boats  on  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  in  the  P>orough.  Three 
written  notices  were  served  during  the  year,  and  one  infringement  was 
remedied;  in  the*  remaining  two  the  notices  had  not  expired.  Bootle 
is  not  a Registration  Authority. 
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Verminous  Infestation. — The  procedure  adopted  for  dealing  with 
dwelling-houses  infested  by  bed  bugs  has  been  described  in  previous 
Annual  Reports  and  during  the  year  7(J  municipal  houses  and  40 
privately-owned  houses  required  and  received  disinfestation. 

Houses  found  to  be  infested  by  cockroaches  were  also  dealt  with 
as  described  in  earlier  reports  and  85  municipal  houses  and  4 privately- 
owned  houses  were  so  treated  during  the  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  treated  during 
the  year : — 


Municipal  Houses. 

Privately-owned  Houses. 

Vacant. 

Occupied. 

Vacant. 

Occupied. 

Full 

Treat- 

ment. 

Modified 

Treat- 

ment. 

Full 

Treat- 

ment. 

Modified 

Treat- 

ment. 

Full 

Treat- 

ment. 

Modified 

Treat- 

ment. 

Full 

Treat- 

ment. 

Modified 

Treat- 

ment. 

40 

11 

4 

24 

— 

6 

— 

34 

Smoke  Abatement.—  There  are  approximately  81  industrial 
chimneys  in  the  Borough,  to  which  some  89  boilers  of  all  types  are 
connected.  In  eleven  instances  mechanical  stokers  of  modern  design 
are  fitted,  and  in  four  instances  oil  fuel  is  in  regular  use;  in  addition 
there  are  some  twelve  furnaces  used  for  metal  smelting. 

During  the  year  207  observations  of  chimneys  were  made,  and  in  21 
instances  smoke  was  noted  as  emitted  in  excessive  quantities;  in  each 
case  the  premises  were  visited  by  the  inspector,  who  investigated  the 
cause  and  advised  as  to  prevention.  Intimation  notices  were  also  served 
in  eight  instances. 

IV.  SANITARY  CONTROL  OF  THE  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Source  of  Milk  Supply.— That  portion  of  the  milk  supply  of  the 
Borough  not  brought  by  rail  or  road  is  derived  from  cows  kept  in 
shippons,  of  which  there  are  now  14  in  the  Town;  the  cows  number 
approximately  170,  a further  decrease  from  the  figure  in  1914  of  about 
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550.  All  the  shippons  received  the  careful  attention  of  the  Inspector, 
who  paicT  110  visits  do  them  during  the  year.  It  is  estimated  that  about 
one-sixtli  of  the  Bootle  milk  supply  is  derived  from  cows  kept  in  these 
town  shippons. 

Dailies  and  Cowsheds. — Milk  and  Dairies  Orders  1915  and  1920.  — 
There  are  50  premises  registered  as  dairies  or  milkshops  in  the  Borough, 
and  14  premises  registered  as  cow-sheds,  and  there  are  86  registered 
retail  purveyors  of  bottled  milk  only.  Four  hundred  and  sixty-five 
visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  cowsheds  and  dairies  during  the  yeai , 
on  the  whole  is  may  be  said  that  these  premises  are  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  state. 

Cleanliness  and  Safety  of  Milk. — The  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order  which  came  into  force  on  June  1st  1936,  prescribed  the  following 
special  designations  for  milk,  namely  : — Tuberculin  Tested,  Accredited, 
and  Pasteurised. 

At  the  end  of  1939  there  were  four  Bootle  dairymen  holding 
licences  to  produce  Accredited  milk,  two  dairymen  holding  a licence 
to  bottle  Accredited  milk,  and  three  to  produce  Pasteurised  milk. 

With  the  object  of  promoting  the  cleanliness  and  safety  of  the 
local  supply  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  samples  has  not  been 
limited  to  the  designated  milks,  and  94  examinations  in  all  were  made 
during  the  year.  The  results  in  82  samples  of  milk,  other  than  pasteur- 
ised, may  be  summarised  thus:  — 

(a)  Of  30  samples  of  Accredited  Milk,  25  were  up  to  standard, 
two  did  not  satisfy  the  methylene  blue  test  and  failed  to  con- 
form to  the  requirements  of  the  absence  of  coliform  bacilli  in  one- 
hundredth  of  a millilitre,  and  three  failed  in  one  or  other  respects. 

(b)  Of  52  samples  of  ordinary  milk,  31  were  of  “Accredited" 
standard  by  both  tests,  10  satisfied  the  methylene  blue  require- 
ment for  “Accredited,"  and  11  were  unsatisfactory  as  to  the  pres- 
ence of  coliform  bacilli. 

Milk  'and  Tubcrcidosis. — The  results  of  bacteriological  examination 
of  94  samples  of  milk  showed  that  nine  samples  were  infected  with 
tubercle  bacilli;  appropriate  action  was  taken. 
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Pasteurised  Milk. — Previous  annual  reports  have  drawn  attention 
to  the  fact  that  under  present  circumstances  the  ordinary  raw  milk 
supply  cannot  be  regarded  as  safe,  and  that  cleanly  production  is  no 
safeguard  against  infection  conveyed  in  the  milk  from  a tuberculous 
cow. 


During  the  past  year  in  Bootle  two  licences  were  renewed  for  the 
production  of  pasteurised  milk,  and  an  additional  new  licence  was 
grapted.  The  number  of  milk  samples  obtained  from  these  three  licence 
holders  during  1939  was  13,  of  which  11  conformed  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Nine  samples  of  pasteurised  milk 
were  submitted  for  examination  by  the  phosphatase  test,  of  which  num- 
ber seven  wTere  found  to  be  efficiently  pasteurised. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  registrations  under  the  Bootle  Corporation 
Act  1930,  Sec.  21,  totalled:  — 


Premises — 

For  the  manufacture  for  sale  and  sale  ol  ice  cream  ...  ...  66 

For  the  sale  only  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Persons — 

For  the  manufacture  for  sale  and  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  66 

For  the  sale  only  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Butchers’  Shops.— There  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough,  and 
the  inspection  of  meat  is  confined  to  butchers’  shops,  food  factories 
and  cold  stores.  There  are  80  butchers’  shops,  to  which  692  visits  of 
inspection  were  made  during  the  year.  On  18  occasions  unsound  and 
diseased  meat  was  found  in  shops  and  food  factories ; the  bulk  of  the 
diseased  meat  had  been  previously  inspected  outside  the  Borough,  in 
which  cases  the  Authorities  concerned  were  notified.  In  general  the 
standard  of  cleanliness  of  butchers’  shops  in  the  Borough  is  high. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. — It  was  necessary  on  16 
occasions  to  warn  tradesmen  respecting  contraventions  of  the  Eegula- 
tions.  Frequent  visits  of  inspection  are  made  to  shojis  and  premises, 
and  vehicles  containing  meat  are  regularly  inspected  for  general  clean- 
liness. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.— Under  Section  13,  which  provides  for 
the  cleanliness  and  sanitary  conditions  of  premises  where  food  is 
prepared  or  stored  for  sale  it  was  necessary  on  ten  occasions  to  seive 
notices  on  occupiers  of  premises  in  respect  of  unsatisfactory  conditions. 

Merchandise  Mark  (Imported  Goods ) No.  7 Order,  1934.  — This 
Order  requires  the  marking  of  imported  meats  with  an  indication  of 
origin  on  exposure  for  sale,  e.g.,  Brazil,  Argentine,  New  Zealand;  and 
is  a safeguard  for  the  buying  public  inasmuch  as  imported  frozen  or 
chilled  meat  is  appropriately  marked.  Some  243  visits  of  inspection 
were  made,  and  except  in  a very  few  cases,  the  provisions  of  the  Order 
were  observed. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1920. — The  Act  provides  for  the  marking 
of  imported  food  stuffs  (fresh  apples,  butter,  currants,  raisins,  sultanas, 
eggs,  raw  tomatoes,  and  honey).  Some  131  visits  of  inspection  were 
made  under  this  Act,  and  except  in  comparatively  few  instances  the 
origin  of  the  produce  was  found  to  be  indicated. 

Fishmongers’  Shops,  r — There  are  25  shops  in  the  Borough  from 
which  fresh  fish  is  sold,  and  115  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during 
the  year.  These  shops  are  maintained  in  satisfactory  condition. 

Fish  Frying  Shops. — The  trade  of  fish  frying  is  carried  on  at  54 
shops,  to  which  83  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  year; 
these  premises  are  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Disposal  of  Unsound  Food. — The  amount  of  unsound  food  detected 
was  approximately  the  same  as  in  1938;  all  was  voluntarily  surrendered, 
and  disposed  of  as  described  in  previous  reports. 

Food  Factories. — There  are  16  food  factories  in  the  Borough  and 
systematic  inspection  is  carried  out,  153  visits  of  inspection  having 
been  made  during  the  year.  Although  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  on  occasion  warnings  were  given  respecting  lack  of  cleanli- 
ness of  the  premises.  Forty-one  premises  are  now  registered  under  the 
Bootle  Corporation  Act,  1920,  as  used  for  the  preparation  of  potted  or 
preserved  foods. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  19  bakehouses  (4  being  underground)  and 
21  confectionery  bakehouses.  105  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during 
the  year.  The  general  condition  is  good. 
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Cold  Stores. — These  premises  are  regularly  inspected  and  are  main- 
tained in  satisfactory  condition;  24  visits  were  made.  One  of  the 
stores  is  a registered  egg  store,  but  no  marking  of  shell  eggs  under 
Regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  was  undertaken  during  the 
year. 

Food  and  Drugs. — The  Public  Analyst,  to  whom  samples  are  sub- 
mitted, is  Mr.  W.  H.  Roberts,  M.Sc.,  F.I.C. 

During  the  year  253  samples  were  taken,  of  which  18, 
or  71  per  cent.,  were  adulterated  or  not  up  to  standard.  Two 
hundred  and  twenty  of  these  were  taken  informally,  and  in  cases 
where  adulteration  was  detected  formal  samples  were  subsequently 
obtained,  in  order  that  the  necessary  legal  action  might  be  instituted. 
One  hundred  and  ten  samples  of  milk  were  obtained,  of  which  seventy- 
seven  were  taken  informally;  in  the  other  thirty-three  cases,  however, 
the  procedure  prescribed  by  the  Act  was  carried  out.  Eleven  of  the 
samples  of  milk  (4  formal,  7 informal)  were  found  to  be  adulterated. 

Of  the  four  formal  samples  of  milk  found  to  be  adulterated,  legal 
proceedings  were  instituted  in  two  instances  against  vendors  for  selling 
milks  which  were  deprived  of  10  per  cent,  of  milk  fat  respectively.  In 
one  instance  the  vendor  was  required  to  pay  £1  Is.  Od.  costs,  and  in 
another  the  case  was  dismissed.  In  the  two  remaining  instances  the 
adulteration  was  slight,  the  vendors  being  interviewed  and  warned. 


The  total  number  of  samples  obtained  of  milk  produced  outside 
the  district  was  63,  of  which  21  were  taken  in  course  of  delivery. 

Eight  samples  of  condensed  milk  were  submitted  to  the  analyst, 
who  certified  they  were  all  genuine  and  correctly  labelled  as  provided  by 
the  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923-1927. 

Public  Health  ( Preservatives , etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925- 
1927. — A total  of  201  samples  were  examined  under  these  Regulations 
for  the  presence  of  preservatives,  including  1 1 0 of  milk.  All  excepting 
two  of  the  samples  were  found  to  be  correct;  the  manufacturer  and 
wholesaler  in  the  two  instances  were  asked  for  explanations  and  were 
cautioned. 
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V.  PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year 
is  briefly  summarised  below. 

There  was  no  notification  of  small-pox,  cholera,  plague,  typhus 
fever,  relapsing  or  continued  fever,  trench  fever,  malaria,  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis,  or  encephalitis  letliargica. 


Enteric  Fever  

Cases 

notified. 

3 

Cases 

admitted  to 
hospital. 

3 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

358 

195 

1 

Diphtheria  £.•:  

326 

321 

16 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

8 

5 

5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

6 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

35 

15 

— 

Measles 

17 

1 

2 

Infantile  Diarrhoea  (under  two 
years) — voluntarily  notifiable  . 

13 

— 

21 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  

8 

2 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

138 

48 

28 

Dysentery 

2 

2 



Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis — 

(a)  Pulmonary 

115 

78 

24 

73 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary  

47 

5 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Incidence. — The  relatively  high  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  prevailing 
in  the  last  quarter  of  1938  continued  throughout  the  first  half  of  1939, 
after  which  the  numbers  declined  to  a point  well  below  the  normal. 
The  age  group  five  to  ten  years  was  as  usual  the  most  heavily  attacked. 
The  total  cases  for  the  year  numbered  358,  constituting  an  incidence 
of  5’0  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

In  each  of  thirty-four  houses  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred,  and 
in  four  houses  there  were  three  cases. 

Hospital  Isolation  in  Scarlet  Fever. — One  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
cases  were  admitted  to  Linacre  Hospital,  with  one  death,  up  to  the 
transfer  of  the  institution  to  Bootle  General  Hospital  on  2nd  September. 
Subsequently  28  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Liverpool  Isolation 
Hospitals. 
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Return  Cases. — During  1939  there  were  fourteen  instances  in  which 
the  discharge  of  scarlet  fever  cases  from  the  hospital  was  followed  by 
the  occurence  of  a new  case  or  cases  in  the  home. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Incidence. — The  incidence  of  diphtheria  has  been  continuously  high 
since  1927,  except  for  a short  intermission  in  1936-37;  the  relatively 
high  figures  prevailing  at  the  end  of  1938  were  repeated  during  1939, 
and  in  all  326  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  270  during  1938, 
and  an  average  of  218  for  the  ten  years  ended  1938.  The  incidence  was 
4' 53  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  and  the  case  fatality  5'0 
per  cent.  One  hundred  and  ninety-three  of  those  notified  were  removed 
to  Linacre  Hospital  before  1st  September,  and  128  to  Liverpool  Isolation 
Hospitals  after  that  date. 

The  occurrence  of  a secondary  case  of  diphtheria  in  an  infected 
household  was  recorded  on  thirty  occasions,  and  the  occurrence  of  a 
third  case  on  six  occasions. 

Mortality. — There  were  16  deaths  from  diphtheria  during  the  year, 
giving  a mortality  rate  of  2'2  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  1T4  per  1,000 
for  England  and  Wales. 

Prevention. — During  1932  a scheme  was  inaugurated  whereby  an 
offer  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  made  to  the  parents  of 
infants  and  young  children  in  the  Borough. 

The  following  tabular  statement  classifies  the  children  who  com- 
pleted the  series  of  inoculations  during  1939,  making,  with  those 
inoculated  in  the  preceding  years,  a total  of  5,965. 


Place  of  Treatment. 

Total. 

Elementary  Schools 

280 

Infant  Clinics  ... 

• •• 

149 

Linacre  Hospital 

... 

8 

Total 

432 

During  1039  there  were  two  instances  of  diphtheria  contracted  by 
children  who  had  previously  received  two  and  three  protective  inocula- 
tions respectively. 

OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Influenza. — Eight  notifications  of  influenzal  pneumonia  were 
received,  and  12  deaths  from  influenza  were  recorded. 

Measles. — During  1939  measles  caused  two  deaths,  compared 
with  20  in  1938,  and  an  average  of  19  during  the  ten  years  ended 
1938.  The  Bootle  death-rate  from  this  cause  was  0'02  per  1,000,  com- 
pared with  O'Ol  throughout  England  and  Wales. 

Complete  information  as  to  the  incidence  of  measles  was  not 
available,  but  up  to  31st  August  two  cases  occurring  in  school  children 
were  reported  under  the  Bootle  Corporation  Act,  1920,  and  after  the 
operation  (23/10/39)  of  the  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  (Provisional) 
Regulations,  1939,  17  cases  were  notified. 

Whooping  Cough. — Whooping  Cough  caused  one  death  during  1939 
compared  with  7 in  1938  and  8 in  1937.  The  death-rate  was  0‘01  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  compared  with  0‘03  throughout  England  and 
Wales.  No  cases  were  notified  after  the  operation  of  the  Regulations 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 

Diarrhoea. — Deaths  from  this  disease  numbered  21,  or  a rate  of 
0’29  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  0‘09  last  year. 
Eighteen  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of  two  years, 
aivina  a rate  per  1,000  births  of  1P6  in  Bootle  as  compared  with  46 

b o i 

throughout  England  and  Wales. 

LINACRE  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Linacre  Isolation  Hospital  by  arrangements  with  the  respective 
Authorities,  received  cases  of  infectious  diseases  from  the  urban  districts 
of  Litherland  and  Formby,  as  well  as  from  the  borough,  until  31st 
August,  when  the  patients  were  evacuated  to  Liverpool  City  Isolation 
Hospitals  in  order  that  the  premises  might  be  occupied  by  the  Bootle 
General  Hospital  which,  with  an  added  number  of  beds  and  equipment, 
from  that  date  served  as  a hospital  for  the  reception  of  air  raid  casualties 
as  well  as  for  the  general  sick. 
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In  the  nine  months  of  1939  during  which  Linacre  Hospital 
functioned  as  an  Isolation  Hospital  492  cases  were  admitted,  as  against 
650  during  1938  and  542  in  1937. 


Bacteriological  Laboratory  Work — (a)  At 

Linacre 

Hospital  (until 

closure  on  1/9/1939): — 

Examinations  required 
Swabs  for  Diphtheria 

Positive 

result. 

254  ... 

Negative 

result. 

2913 

No.  of 
Specimens 
examined. 

...  3167 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

13  ... 

25 

38 

(b)  At  Chest  Clinic:  — 

V 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

57  ... 

409 

466 

In  addition,  94  samples  of  milk,  554  specimens  for  venereal  disease, 
and  947  miscellaneous  specimens  and  samples  (including  31  of  ice 
cream)  were  examined  in  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  Liverpool 
University  or  other  Pathological  Laboratory. 

VI.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Notification  Register. — The  register  on  31st  December  1939  included 
284  males  and  238  females  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and 
122  males  and  154  females  suffering  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
making  a total  of  798  cases. 

Incidence. — The  total  number  of  new  cases  coming  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1939  was  162,  as  compared 
with  the  figures  of  246,  242,  212,  251,  258,  231,  208,  201,  and  184  in 
the  years  from  1930  onwards. 

Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  caused  by  tuberculosis  during 
1939  was  78,  or  one  death  in  every  eleven,  giving  a death-rate  from 
this  cause  of  P08  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  1'65 
in  1938  and  I'll  in  1937;  it  was  P30  for  the  ten  years  ended  1938. 

This  maintains  the  decline  in  the  tuberculosis  mortality-rate 
recently  recorded  in  Bootle,  and  set  out  in  the  following  table:  — 
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Period. 

BOOTLE. 

England  & Wales. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Kate  per  1,000. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

1891-1900 

1106 

2' 17 

2 01 

1901-1910 

1127 

176 

165 

1911-1920 

1370 

182 

142 

1921-1925 

652 

1-70 

108 

1926-1930 

572 

1-49 

0-94 

1931-1935 

537 

1-39 

081 

1936 

102 

134 

069 

1937 

83 

111 

069 

1938 

78 

105 

063 

1939 

78 

1’08 

From  the  above  table  it  may  be  calculated  that  in  the  last  nine 
years  the  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  Bootle  have  been  563  less  than 
would  have  been  the  case  if  the  mortality  rate  experienced  in  1891-1900 
had  continued. 

Dispensary  Register. — A register  is  maintained  of  all  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis receiving  public  medical  treatment.  This  Dispensary  Register 
contains  the  names  of  all  persons  attending  at,  or  seen  in  connection 
with,  the  Chest  Clinic  for  diagnosis  or  for  treatment  of  tuberculosis, 
including  patients  under  general  supervision  (whether  or  not  accom- 
panied by  domiciliary  treatment),  patients  or  observation  cases  in 
residential  institutions,  and  contacts.  On  December  31st  1939  the 
number  of  persons  so  classified  and  on  the  register  was  510,  as  against 
534  on  January  1st,  1939. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Incidence. — One  hundred  and  fifteen  new  cases  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1939.  The  number  includes 
9 cases  not  formally  notified.  The  numbers  notified  in  the  five  pre 
cedino-  years  were  173,  145,  166,  143,  and  127  respectively.  In  the 
case  of  four  the  first  intimation  was  obtained  from  the  death  returns, 
while  in  sixteen  other  cases  notification  was  made  at  intervals  of  less 
that  three  months  before  death.  The  non-notified  deaths,  therefore, 
numbered  5‘6  per  cent,  of  the  total  of  73  deaths  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  Enquiry  into  these  non-notified  cases  showed  the  omission 
to  have  been  on  the  part  of  institution  medical  officers. 
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Mortality — During  the  year  73'  deaths  were  certified  to  be  due  to 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  representing  a rate  of  101  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  as  compared  with  0'94  in  1938  and  0'98  in  1937.  The  age 
period  most  affected  was  early  adult  life  with  32  deaths  between  the 
ages  of  15  and  35.  There  were  36  deaths  among  males  and  37  among 
females. 

Chest  Clinic. — The  Chest  Clinic  is  the  central  element  of  the 
tuberculosis  scheme,  and  serves  as  a clearing  house  from  which  some 
cases  are  transferred  to  sanatorium,  others  to  hospital,  and  others  to 
their  own  medical  attendant  for  domiciliary  treatment,  while  a ceitain 
proportion  remain  in  attendance  at  the  clinic  held  nine  times  fortnightly 
and  receive  necessary  treatment  therefrom.  As  far  as  possible,  however, 
this  last  aspect  of  the  functions  of  the  Clinic  is  limited  to  the  provision 
of  specialist  treatment  not  at  the  disposal  of  the  general  practitioner. 

During  the  year  240  new  cases,  of  which  119  were  sent  by  private 
practitioners,  4 by  the  Public  Assistance  Medical  Officers,  16  by  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  Medical  Officers,  and  31  b}  the 
School  Medical  Officers  for  opinion  preliminary  to  notification,  were 
examined  at  the  Dispensary.  Attention  continued  to  be  paid  to  secur- 
ing the  attendance  for  examination  of  contacts  of  notified  cases,  and 
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during  the  year  113  were  so  examined. 


The  total  attendances  at  the  Clinic  during  the  year  numbered 
2,072,  and  558  visits  for  various  other  purposes  were  made  in  addition; 
466  specimens  of  sputum  were  examined,  giving  a positive  result  in  57 

cases. 


Radiographic  Examinations  .—Following  the  installation  of  an  X-ray 
apparatus 'at  the  Health  Centre  in  June  1934  increased  use  was  made 
of  radiography  in  diagnosis  and  control  of  treatment.  During  the  period 
ending  1st  September  1939  the  total  of  X-ray  examinations  numbered 
575,  and  the  cost  of  materials  and  maintenance  (excluding  electric 
current  and  capital  charges)  was  approximately  £210;  after  1st  Septem- 
ber 61  X-ray  examinations  were  carried  out  at  the  Bootle  General 
Hospital.  The  average  number  of  X-ray  examinations  made  is  now  815 
per  100  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  as  compared  with  88  per  100  in  1931 
and  901  per  100  in  1938. 
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Magliull  Sanatorium. — During  the  year  39  patients  were  admitted 
to  the  Sanatorium  with  an  average  length  of  stay  of  119  days  for  the 
36  cases  discharged  during  the  year. 

Linacre  Hospital  Tuberculosis  Pavilion. — During  the  period  ended 
1st  September  1939,  31  Bootle  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Pavilion,  the 
average  length  of  stay  of  the  53  cases  discharged  (including  4 deaths) 
during  the  year  being  161  days.  Subsequently  7 patients  were  admitted 
to  outside  Institutions. 

NON-PULMONABY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  47  new  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
notified,  as  compared  with  57  in  1938  and  58  in  1937,  namely: — 25 
glands,  11  bones  and  joints,  3 meningitis,  1 kidney,  1 abscess,  5 abdomi- 
nal, and  1 epididymitis;  and  there  were  5 deaths  registered.  The  agree- 
ment with  the  Leasowe  Hospital  for  Children  for  the  maintenance  of 
beds  for  children  suffering  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  remained 
in  force,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  7 cases  were  in  hospital; 
6 cases  were  admitted,  2 were  discharged,  and  11  were  remaining  in 
hospital  at  end  of  year. 

The  scheme  for  admission  to  general  or  special  hospitals  of  cases 
of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  for  payment  by  the  Council  of  the 
charges  for  maintenance  and  treatment  in  cases  recommended  or 
approved  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  was  continued ; during  the  year 
18  such  patients  were  admitted. 

Dental  Treatment. — During  the  year  9 cases  received  dental 
treatment  and  6 cases  were  completed  at  a cost  of  £3  5s.  Od.  ; two 
cases  ceased  treatment,  and  one  case  was  carried  over  to  1940. 

Public  Health  ( Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. — Xo 
action  was  taken  under  the  above  Regulations  relating  to  tuberculous 
employees  in  the  milk  trade. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172. — Xo  action  was  taken  under 
this  Section  dealing  with  the  compulsory  removal  of  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis to  hospital. 

ARTIFICIAL  LIGHT  TREATMENT. 

The  scheme  of  artificial  light  treatment  by  exposure  of  patients 
to  general  irradiation  from  carbon  arc  lamps,  which  was  commenced  in 
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October  1925,  was  continued  during  the  year,  with  an  intermission 
between  1st  September  and  2nd  January  1940.  Tbe  staff,  plant  and 
working  method  were  as  described  in  previous  reports. 


The  operation  time  was  approximately  228  hours  for  the  carbon 
arcs,  and  44  hours  for  the  mercury  vapour  lamp.  The  attendances 
made  by  patients  totalled  1,975,  of  which  276  were  made  by  patients 
referred  under  the  Tuberculosis  Scheme  and  1,699  by  patients  referred 
under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 


VII.  VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  the  treatment  and  control  of  venereal 
diseases  provides  for  the  maintenance  of  a treatment  centre  at  the 
Bootle  General  Hospital,  and  for  the  conduct  of  pathological  examina- 
tions at  the  University  of  Liverpool.  In  addition  payment  is  made  for 
services  rendered  to  Bootle  residents  attending  the  venereal  diseases 
treatment  centres  of  the  Liverpool  City  Council.  At  the  Council  s 
Bootle  Hospital  treatment  centre  four  clinics  for  men  and  two  clinics 
for  women  and  children  are  held  weekly.  Following  the  conversion  of 
the  Treatment  Centre  premises  to  a First  Aid  Post  from  1st  September 
1939,  the  Clinics  have  been  held  in  another  portion  of  the  Out-Patients’ 
Department. 

The  Annual  Statistical  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Treat- 
ment Centre  shows  326  persons  under  treatment  on  31st  December  1939, 
as  against  350  on  1st  January  1939,  and  a decrease  in  new  cases,  the 
figures  being  272  as  contrasted  with  284  in  1938. 
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The  total  attendances  for  treatment  made  at  the  Centre  during  the? 
year  show  a decrease  from  12,902  to  10,939;  the  figure  includes  2,447 
attendances  made  between  clinic  days  for  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea 
at'  tbe  irrigation  centre.  Tbe  average  attendance  at  tbe  male  clinics 
was  37,  and  at  the  female  clinics  10.  In-patient  days  totalled  76  as 
against  244  during  the  previous  year.  During  1939  102  cases  were 
discharged  on  completion  of  treatment  and  observation,  as  contrasted 
with  113  during  1938. 
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The  table  below  is  a statement  of  the  number  of  eases  presenting 
themselves  for  treatment  during  the  last  five  years:  — 


Bootle  Venekeal  Diseases  Clinic. 


1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

New  Cases  (total) 

327 

274 

321 

284 

272 

New  Cases  (syphilis)  

Total  attendances  (excluding  Irrigation  Depart- 

62 

50 

58 

48 

50 

ment)  ...  

1 1241 

9633  - 

9164 

9254 

8492 

Irrigation  Department  attendances 

3816 

3491 

3537 

3648 

2447 

In-patient  Days  

No.  discharged  after  completion  of  observation 

4S7 

593 

656 

244 

76 

and  treatment 

No.  who  ceased  to  attend  after  completion  of 

137 

102 

127 

113 

102 

treatment,  but  before  final  tests  as  to  cure 

78 

56 

105 

144 

61 

Bootle  residents  accounted  for  36  per  cent,  of  the  cases  under 
treatment  at  the  Bootle  Hospital  Centre,  the  Authorities  contributing 
the  next  largest  number  of  cases  being  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
with  21  per  cent.,  and  Liverpool  with  13  per  cent. 

VIII.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  in  relation  to  the  War  and  Civil 
Defence. — With  the  outbreak  of  war  a large  scale  evacuation  of  mothers 
and  children  to  the  appointed  reception  area  was  effected  on  1st  and 
2nd  September,  followed  by  the  evacuation  of  smaller  numbers  in  sub- 
sequent weeks.  During  the  first  two  days  the  railway  conveyed 
approximately  6,189  school  children,  4,000  children  below  school  age 
accompanied  by  2,847  mothers,  and  80  expectant  mothers,  and  by 
2nd  November  these  numbers  had  been  increased  to  approximately 
7,000,  4,037,  2,874,  and  83  respectively.  The  whole-time  services  of 
one  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  one  Dental  Officer,  six  Health  Visitor- 
School  Nurses,  and  four  Midwives  were  at  once  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Health  Department  of  the  reception  area,  although  the  numbers 
of  such  transferred  staff  were  reduced  in  step  with  the  rapid  drift  back 
of  evacuees  to  the  borough.  This  drift  back  was  early  and  extensive, 
and  it  was  estimated  that  at  the  end  of  October  there  remained  in  the 
reception  area  only  3,500  school  children,  1,200  children  below  school 
age,  600  mothers,  and  26  expectant  mothers;  find  at  the  end  of 
December  the  number  of  school  children  was  estimated  to  be  2,894, 
with  even  greater  reductions  in  the  other  groups. 
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The  Health  Centre  premises,  at  which  more  than  a half  of  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  clinics  of  the  borough  were  conducted, 
had  long  been  earmarked  for  use  in  war  as  a First  Aid  Post,  and  they 
were  accordingly  closed  on  1st  September  for  the  necessary  structural 
alterations.  With  the  temporary  absence  from  the  town  of  so  many 
mothers  and  young  children  it  was  possible  to  carry  on  for  a time  by 
increasing  the  clinic  sessions  at  the  School  Medical  Offices  and  estab- 
lishing alternative  sessions,  first  at  Orrell  Council  School  and  later  at 
SS.  John  and  James  Church  Hall,  hut  on  27th  March  1940  the  closure 
of  the  Health  Centre  as  a First  Aid  Post  was  recommended  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  it  became  possible,  although  not  very  con- 
venient, to  resume  the  clinic  services  in  the  altered  building. 


ANTE -NATAL  WELFARE. 

Home  Visiting  of  Expectant  Mothers. — A very  great  deal  can  be 
done  to  promote  normal  childbirth  by  careful  instruction  as  to  general 
and  personal  hygiene  and  as  to  the  need  for  suitable  food,  open  air, 
exercise  and  rest,  adequate  sleep,  and  properly  devised  clothing.  The 
Health  Visitors  paid  1,101  home  visits  and  the  Municipal  Midwives  paid 
1,183  home  visits  to  expectant  mothers. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. — During  1939  four  Ante-Natal  Consultations 
were  held  each  week,  and  in  all  860  new  cases  attended,  corresponding 
to  55  per  cent. 'of  the  total  registered  births;  in  addition,  268  cases 
carried  over  from  the  preceding  year  continued  under  supervision,  and 
a total  of  3,641  attendances  was  made,  with  an  average  of  23‘6  persons 
per  consultation.  Further,  it  should  be  noted  that  patients  intending  to 
enter  Walton  Hospital  for  confinement  usually  attend  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  held  at  that  institution. 

Dental  Treat  merit  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. — Three  half- 
days weekly  are  devoted  to  the  dental  treatment  of  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  the  treatment  given  has  been  in  the  nature  of 
extractions  and  the  supply  of  artificial  dentures. 

The  number  of  patients  treated  during  the  year  was  356,  as  com- 
pared with  412  in  1938.  and  the  estimated  cost  of  dentures  supplied  was 
FI 81  10s.  6d.,  of  which  the  patients’  contributions  were  assessed  at 
F74  17s.  6d.  One  hundred  and  five  cases  were  carried  forward  to  1940. 
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MATERNAL  WELFARE. 

Nursing  Homes  Registration. — There  was  one  Nursing  Home  proper 
within  the  Borough  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1939.  Bye-laws 
governing  the  conduct  of  Nursing  Homes  were  made  by  the  Council 
in  November  1931. 

The  Practice  of  Midwivcsrr^- The  number  of  midwives  resident  in 
Bootle  on  the  local  roll  at  31st  December  1939  was  12,  as  against  13 
in  the  preceding  year;  three  others  resident  outside  the  district  also 
gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  practise  in  the  Borough;  all  are  trained. 
The  above  figures  do  not  include  midwives  practising  in  the  Municipal 
Maternity  Home. 

Regulations  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board  require  medical  help 
to  be  sought  by  the  midwife  in  all  cases  of  illness  of  the  patient,  or  the 
child,  or  of  any  abnormality  occurring  during  pregnancy,  labour,  or 
lying-in,  and  225  records  of  sending  for  medical  help  were  received. 

Under  the  1918  Act  the  Local  Supervising*  Authority  is  responsible 
for  the  payment  of  fees  to  doctors  called  in  by  midwives,  and  in  1939 
175  accounts,  totalling  £219  17s.  6d.,  in  respect  of  cases  where  the 
doctor  himself  was  unable  to  recover  the  fee,  were  sent  in,  as  compared 
with  210  accounts,  totalling  £305  4s.  6d.,  in  1938.  Of  this  sum,  the 
contributions  to  be  recovered  from  the  patients  were  assessed  at 
£67  13s.  6d. 

Midwives  Act  1936,  Section  5. — During  1939  three  midwives  made 
voluntary  surrender  of  their  certificates,  and  one  midwife  was  required 
to  surrender  her  certificate  on  account  of  age  and  infirmity;  compensa- 
tion payable  amounted  to  £1,491  Is.  6d.,  of  which  £136  16s.  5d.  was 
recovered  from  neighbouring  local  supervising  authorities  in  whose  areas 
the  midwives  concerned  had  also  practised. 

Milk  Assistance  Scheme. — The  Council’s  Milk  Assistance  Scheme, 
under  which  dried  milk  is  granted  on  the  Clinic  Medical  Officer’s  recom- 
mendation, to  infants,  and  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  in  neces- 
sitous cases  falling  within  a certain  income  scale,  continued  in  force. 
In  all.  milk  to  the  value  of  £1,011  8s.  Id.,  and  cod  liver  oil  emulsion 
and  maltoline  to  the  value  of  £80  9s.  3d.,  making  a total  cost  of 
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£1,091  17s.  4d.,  were  granted  by  the  Council  to  infants  and  to  nursing 
and  expectant  mothers,  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer,  as  com- 
pared with  £1,038  10s.  lid.  in  1938. 

Obstetric  Consultations. — During  the  year  the  services  of  the 
Council’s  obstetric  surgeon  were  asked  for  by  private  practitioners  on 
two  occasions  during  pregnancy,  and  on  one  occasion  during  parturition. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Maternity  Cases. — Last  year  414  patients 
were  delivered  in  Walton  Hospital  at  the  cost  of  the  Public  Assistance 
Committee,  and  169  patients  were  delivered  in  the  Municipal  Maternity 
Home;  in  addition  42  patients  were  delivered  in  voluntary  hospitals. 
The  total  of  625  represents  4U  per  cent,  of  the  births  registered  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  48  per  cent,  during  1938;  the  decline  is 
related  to  the  temporary  closure  of  maternity  beds  at  Walton  Hospital 
in  the  autumn. 

Maternity  Home.  — During  the  year  1939,  169  patients  were 
admitted  to  the  Maternity  Home,  the  average  duration  of  stay  being 
13'8  days ; admissions  in  1938  numbered  178.  Two  cases  were  treated 
for  ante-natal  supervision,  124  cases  were  delivered  by  the  nursing  staff, 
and  45  cases  were  delivered  by  doctors.  Medical  assistance  was  called 
in  by  the  Matron  on  13  occasions  during  labour,  30  times  for  rupture 
of  the  perineum,  6 times  during  the  puerperium;  and  on  four  occasions 
on  account  of  the  condition  of  the  infant.  Two  cases  were  notified 
as  puerperal  pyrexia.  There  were  no  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatoium. 
All  the  patients  but  twelve  left  the  institution  with  their  babies  being 
breast-fed. 

Cases  delivered  by  forceps  numbered  eight,  or  4'7  per  cent.,  as  com- 
pared with  29' 5 per  cent,  in  a recently  prepared  examination  of  14,614 
cases  delivered  in  private  medical  practice. 

There  were  7 foetal  deaths  (still-born  or  dying  within  10  days  of 
birth),  in  3 of  which  the  child  was  still-born. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-six  of  the  patients  were  admitted  in  respect 
of  their  first  confinement,  and  there  were  33  cases  of  readmission  to  the 
Home  of  former  patients,  two  of  whom  were  admitted  for  the  fourth 
time,  and  two  for  the  fifth  time.  There  were  five  sets  of  twin  births. 
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Post-natal  Supervision  of  the  Mother.  — Medical  examination  of 
mothers  a few  weeks  after  delivery,  locally  first  instituted  in  1929, 
has  been  continued,  and  during  the  year  45  patients,  including  three 
after  abortion,  attended  post-natal  clinics,  as  compared  with  73  in  1938. 

Puerperal  Morbidity  and  Mortality. — No  deaths  were  registered 
from  puerperal  fever,  but  there  were  five  deaths  due  to  other  puerperal 
causes.  The  circumstances  of  the  confinements  were  investigated  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  confidential  reports  (not  identifying 
the  patients)  were  sent  to  the  Departmental  Committee  on  Maternal 
Mortality  set  up  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  deaths  thus  classified  to  pregnancy  and  child-birth  give  a 
maternal  mortality  rate  of  3'1  per  1,000  (live)  births,  and  although 
there  have  been  fluctuations  in  this  rate,  the  local  experience  is,  in 
general,  more  favourable  than  that  of  the  country  as  a whole. 


MUNICIPAL  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

The  Municipal  Midwifery  Service,  staffed  by  eight  whole-time 
midwives  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  was  strengthened  by  a ninth 
appointment  in  October  1939.  The  staff  attended  732  patients  during 
the  year,  delivering  681  as  midwives  and  assisting  in  51  other  instances 
as  maternity  nurses.  Midwives  book  their  own  patients  and  are 
responsible  for  their  ante-natal  care  from  then  onwards. 

It  will  be  seen  that  including  maternity  cases  delivered  in  Walton 
Hospital  and  the  Maternity  Home,  the  municipality  was  responsible 
during  1939  for  the  conduct  of  80  per  cent,  of  the  maternity  work  of 
the  Borough. 

Notification  of  Births.  — The  number  of  live  births  notified  was 
1,062;  31  were  births  to  parents  who  normally  resided  outside  the 
Borough.  1,032  notifications  were  received  from  midwives  and  30  from 
doctors  and  parents.  In  addition  502  transfers  of  live  births  and  25  of 
still  births  to  Bootle  parents  in  Liverpool  institutions  were  received. 
There  were  29  still-births  notified. 

The  babies  were  visited  shortly  after  birth  by  the  Infant  Welfare 
Visitors,  unless  it  was  considered  that  suitable  advice  could  be  obtained 
from  other  sources. 
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Births  Registered. — The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the 
district  was  1,050,  from  which  50  are  to  be  deducted  as  born  in  Bootle 
to  residents  of  other  districts,  and  1o  which  are  to  be  added  563  births 
to  Bootle  parents  temporarily  out  of  the  town;  the  corrected  figure  is 
therefore  1,557.  Of  the  number  registered  49  were  illegitimate. 

' Still-births. — The  number  of  still-births  totalled  61,  as  compared 
with  71  for  1938.  As  full  an  investigation  as  possible  has  been  obtained 
in  respect  of  each  such  case,  and  18  of  the  foetuses  were  forwarded  for 
pathological  examination . 

Infant  Deaths. — There  were  100  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of 
twelve  months,  which  total  expressed  as  a rate  per  1,000  births  gives  an 
infant  mortality  rate  of  65,  compared  with  81  during  1938;  this  is  the 
lowest  rate  yet  recorded  for  the  Borough. 

The  trend  of  infant  mortality  in  recent  years  is  set  out  in  the 
following  table : — 


Years. 

BOOTLE 

England  and  Wale.- 

1901-05  

166 

138 

1906-10  '. 

130 

117 

1911-15  

133 

110 

1916-20  

103 

91 

1921-25  

91 

76 

1926-30  

89 

68 

1931-35  

87 

62 

1936  

68 

59 

1937  

77 

58 

1938  

81 

53 

1939  

65 

50 

Mortality  was  highest  during  the  first  quarter,  with  35  deaths  regis- 
tered as  against  48  and  28  in  the  corresponding  quarters  of  1938  and 
1937,  but  it  was  relatively  favourable  in  the  succeeding  quarters,  when 
29.  16,  and  20  deaths  respectively  were  registered;  55  were  males,  and 
45  females.  The  reduction  in  mortality  was  due  largely  to  a decreased 
incidence  of  respiratory  disease,  which  was  not  entirely  counterbalanced 
by  a rise  in  enteritis. 
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The  most  important  of  the  causes  of  death  were: — prematurity  20, 
enteritis  17,  congenital  malformations  1G,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia 
12,  and  atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus  G. 

The  rate  of  infantile  mortality  among  legitimate  infants  was  61, 
and  among  illegitimate  infants  it  was  191. 

Neo-Natal  Mortality. — Thirty-five  children  died  before  they  were  a 
week  old,  and  a total  of  51,  or  51  per  cent.,  of  all  the  deaths  under 
one  year,  occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of  one  month.  This  is  a 
neo-natal  mortality  rate  of  33'2  per  1,000  births. 

Public  Health  ( Ophthalmia  Neonatorum)  Regulations,  1926  to 
1937. — Six  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  during  the 
year  compared  with  11  in  1938;  the  rates  per  1,000  births  being  7‘1 
for  1938,  and  5'5  for  1937.  The  disposal  of  the  cases  and  the  results 
are  shown  in  the  table  below7:  — 


Cases. 

Vision 

Unim- 

paired. 

Vision 

Im- 

paired. 

Removed 

from 

Area 

Still 

under 
Treat- 
ment 
at  end 
of  j ear. 

Total 

Blind- 

ness. 

Deaths. 

Brought 

forward 

from 

1938. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At 

Home. 

In 

Hospital 

— 

6 

5 

i 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Home  Visitation  of  Infants. — There  are  nine  officers  on  the  Health 
visiting  staff,  of  whom  one  devotes  her  time  to  general  clinic  super- 
vision and  to  certain  special  duties ; two  give  half  their  time  to  tuber- 
culosis visiting,  and  two  give  one-half  of  their  time  to  the  School 
medical  Service;  the  establishment  is,  therefore,  equivalent  to  7 visitors 
giving:  their  whole  time  to  Maternitv  and  Child  Welfare  duties.  This 
staff  paid  16,740  home  visits  in  all,  including  6,946  visits  to  infants 
under  one  year,  an  average  of  over  four  to  each  infant. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics. — Until  September  1st  1939  one  toddlers’ 
clinic  and  eight  infant  clinic  sessions  were  conducted  weekly.  The 
modifications  made  necessary  by  Civil  Defence  activities  are  detailed 
on  page  35. 
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The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  numbers  of  new  infants 
presented  for  examination  and  advice,  together  with  total  yearly  and 
average  attendances  at  each  Clinic:  — 


New  Cases. 

Attendances, 

Clinic, 

Under 

one 

year. 

One  to 
five 
years. 

Total. 

Under 

one 

year. 

One  to 
five 
years. 

Total. 

No. 

of 

Sessions 

Ave'rage 
attend- 
ance at 
clinic. 

Health  Centre — 

Monday  afternoon 

(to  28/8/39) 

125 

35 

160 

1728 

301 

2032 

31 

655 

Tuesday  afternoon 

(to  29/8/39) 

35 

18 

53 

673 

169 

842 

36 

23-4 

Wednesday  morning 
(Toddlers)  (to  30/8/39) 

2 

126 

128 

7 

513 

520 

35 

14  8 

Wednesday  afternoon 

(to  30/8/39) 

153 

37 

193 

1948 

561 

2509 

36 

69-7 

Thursday  morning 

(to  31/8/39) 

65 

44 

109 

989 

829 

1318 

36 

' 

36*6 

Thursday  afternoon 

(to  31/8/39) 

Y61 

21 

158 

2268 

352 

2620 

35 

74-8 

School  Medical 

Offices 

Monday  afternoon 

(from  2/10/39) 

45 

9 

54 

579 

30 

609 

12 

50-7 

Tuesday  afternoon  ... 

219 

61 

280 

3411 

584 

3995 

51 

78-3 

Wednesday  morning 
(to  6/9/39) 

69 

23 

92 

1110 

247 

1357 

36 

37  7 

Thursday  afternoon 

168 

44 

207 

2411 

439 

2850 

52 

54-8 

Orrell  Council  School 

Wednesday  morning 

(from  1/11/39) 

19 

6 

25 

330 

55 

00 

CO 

9 

44-7 

Wednesday  afternoon 
(from  1/11/39) 

41 

8 

49 

667 

71 

738 

9 

82-0 

Totals  .. 

1076 

432 

1508 

16121 

3654 

19775 

|- 

378 

52  3 

Although  there  was  a Special  Toddlers  ( linic  held  w eehly  until 
September,  toddlers  were  seen  at  the  infant  welfare  sessions  also,  so 
that  extra  visits  entailing  inconvenience  to  mothers  already  attending 
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with  infants  are  avoided  where  possible.  In  all,  371  children  between 
the  ages  of  two  and  five  year’s  were  examined,  and  233  were  referred  to 
various  agencies  for  treatment. 

During  the  year  children  under  one  year  of  age  made  10,121 
attendances,  and  children  aged  one  to  five  years  made  3,141  attendances 
at  the  Infant  Clinics,  and  113  children  made  513  attendances  at  the 
Toddlers’  Clinic. 

Supervision  by  Health  Visitors. — During  the  year  the  Health 
Visitors  paid  7,981  home  visits  to  children  from  one  to  five  years,  infant? 
in  their  second  year  receiving  on  the  average  over  two  visits  each,  and 
children  between  two  and  five  years  receiving  over  one  visit  each. 

Convalescent  Home  Provision.—  The  usual  provision  was  made  in 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee’s  estimates  for  grants 
towards  the  cost  of  convalescent  home  treatment  for  children  under 
the  age  of  five  years,  because  of  the  fact  that  child  health  would  be 
much  improved  by  acceptance  of  the  routine  of  good  food,  open  air, 
exercise,  and  rest,  practised  in  the  modern  convalescent  home.  During 
the  year,  25  children  under  five  years  of  age  and  66  children  over  that 
age  received  such  convalescent  treatment. 

Nurse  Children. — The  powers  in  respect  of  the  reception  of  child- 
ren under  the  age  of  nine  years  for  reward  conferred  on  the  Council  by 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  are  administered  through  the  Health 
Visitors,  who  supervised  the  general  health  and  well-being  of  16  such 
children  who  were  on  the  register  on  31st  December  last. 

Boarded-out  Children. — At  the  end  of  the  year  two  children  only 
were  on  the  Kegister  of  Children  boarded-out  by  the  Council  under  Part 
VI.  of  the  Public  Assistance  Order,  1930. 

The  Liverpool  Child  Welfare  Association.  — This  Association  has 
continued  to  send  workers  on  two  mornings  each  week  to  the  School 
Medical  Offices  to  facilitate  the  arrangements  for  dealing  with  recom- 
mendations of  the  medical  staff  of  the  Council  or  private  doctors  for  the 
provision  of  surgical  appliances,  cod  liver  oil,  extra  nourishment,  or 
convalescent  home  treatment,  to  infants  and  school  children. 
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IX.  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home.  — The  services  of  the  Bootle 
District  Nurses’  Association  are  available  for  the  nursing  in  their  own 
homes  of  patients  suffering  from  puerperal  fever,  measles,  whooping 
cough,  epidemic  diarrhoea,  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  pneumonia,  and 
poliomyelitis;  information  as  to  cases  requiring  such  attention  is  mainly 
derived  from  the  health  visiting  staff,  and  the  financial  arrangements 
with  the  Association  provide  for  payment  by  the  Council  of  an  annual 
retaining  fee  of  £35,  together  with  a charge  of  8d.  per  visit  in  approved 
cases.  The  classification  of  such  work  by  the  District  Nurses’ 
Association  follows : — 


Carried 

oyer 

from  1938 

New 

Cases 

Total 

Total 

Visits 

Transferred 
for  treat- 
ment to 
Hospital 

Died 

Im- 

proved 

Under 
treatment 
at  end 
of  1939 

Discharging  eyes 

58 

58 

781 

1 

53 

4 

Pneumonia 

4 

38 

42 

623 

3 

— 

39 

— 

Tuberculosis  

2 

— 

2 

131 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Worms 

— 

51 

51 

402 

— 

— 

51 

— 

Diarrhoea 

— 

15 

15 

111 

— 

1 

14 

— 

Bronchitis 

— 

6 

6 

77 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Other  diseases 

— 

35 

35 

503 

2 

1 

30 

2 

6 

203 

209 

2628 

7 

3 

193 

6 

Midwives. — Sixteen  midwives,  excluding  those  practising  in  local 
municipal  maternity  homes,  signified  their  intention  to  practise  within 
the  district  during  the  year  commencing  1st  January  1939;  nine  of 
these  were  engaged  in  the  Municipal  Midwifery  Service. 

Hospitals. — The  Bootle  General  Hospital  (100  beds)  is  the  only 
general  hospital  situate  within  the  Borough  boundary,  but  the  Liverpool 
voluntary  hospitals  (both  general  and  special)  are  also  attended  by 
Bootle  residents;  the  transfer  of  Bootle  General  Hospital  in-patients  to 
Linaere  Hospital  on  2nd  September  is  recorded  elsewhere  in  this  report. 

Other  institutional  accommodation  for  the  sick  is  obtained,  by 
agreement  with  the  Liverpool  City  Council  for  reception  into  their 
institutions  of  sick  persons,  resident  in  the  Borough,  for  whom  other 
provision  is  not  at  the  time  available. 


35 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — The  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 
under  the  control  of  the  Local  Authority  remained  as  set  out  in  the 
last  Annual  Report  until  September,  and  the  following  statement 
presents  the  position  on  and  after  1st  April,  1940. 

L.  Infant  Consultations. 

Health  Centre,  Knovvsley  Road — 

Monday,  1-45  p.m. 

Tuesday,  10-15  a. in. 

Wednesday,  10-15  a. in. 

Wednesday,  1-45  p.m. 

School  Medical  Offices,  Bailiol  Road— 

Tuesday,  1-45  p.m. 

Thursday,  1-45  p.m. 

2.  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Health  Centre,  Knowsley  Road — 

Thursday,  10-15  a.m. 

Friday,  10-15  a.m.;  1-45  p.m. 

School  Medical  Offices,  Bailiol  Road — 

Monday,  10-15  a.m. 

53.  School  Clinics. 

Health  Centre,  Knowsley  Road — 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic — Daily,  8-45  a.m.  to  9-30  a.m. 
Dental  Clinic — By  appointment  only. 

School  Medical  Offices,  Bailiol  Road — 

t 

Inspection  Clinic- — Daily,  9 a.m.  to  9-30  a.m. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic — Daily,  8-45  a.m.  to  9-30  a.m. 
Eye  Clinic — Monday  and  Wednesday,  1-30  p.m. 

Dental  Clinic — By  appointment  only. 

Throat  Clinic — By  appointment  only. 

Remedial  Exercises  Clinic — By  appointment  only. 
Rheumatism  Clinic — Wednesday,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 
Orthopaedic  Clinic — By  appointment  only. 

Aural  Clinic — Friday,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

4.  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

Health  Centre,  Knowsley  Road — - 

Daily  (except  Thursday),  2 p.m.;  Wednesday,  7 p.m. 
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5.  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 

Bootle  General  Hospital,  Derby  Road — 

Males — Monday,  5 p.m. ; Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Fri- 
day, 6 p.m. 

Females — Wednesday,  12  noon;  Thursday,  5 p.m. 

6.  Other  Clinics  and  Day  Nurseries. 

Health  Centre,  Knowsley  Road — 

Artificial  Light  Treatment  Clinic — Daily,  10  a.m. 

School  Medical  Offices,  Balliol  Road — 

M.  & C.  W.  Dental  Sessions — Monday,  10  a.m.  and  2 p.m. 
Day  Nurseries — Nil. 

Ambulance  Transport. — Ambulance  provision  available  for  residents 
in  the  borough  remains  as  described  in  the  last  report,  with  the  addition 
of  the  vehicles  of  the  Civil  Defence  Emergency  Committee  in  the  case 
of  air  raid  casualties. 


X.  HOUSING. 

Housing  Progress  during  1939. — During  1939  twenty -four  houses 
were  erected  under  municipal  housing  schemes,  and  121  were  erected 
by  other  bodies  and  persons. 

Housing  Applications  in  1939. — New  or  renewed  applications  for 
municipal  houses  continued  to  be  received,  and  a tabular  statement  had 
been  filed  classifying  the  434  applications  now  on  the  register  from 
non-householders  resident  in  the  Borough. 

Improvement  Areas.  — The  improvement  areas  declared  at 
intervals  since  1932  received  some  260  inspections  at  regular  intervals 
throughout  the  year,  and  the  by-laws  were  found  to  be  observed  with 
certain  minor  exceptions. 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Sec.  9. — During  the  year  109  houses  were 
inspected  under  the  above  Section,  the  property  being  distributed  in 
Wards  as  follows: — Knowsley  Ward  4,  Stanley  Ward  2,  Derby  Ward 
51,  and  Linacre  Ward  52. 

The  progress  made  in  regard  to  action  taken  under  Section  9 at  the 
end  of  December  1939  can  be  summarised  as  follows:  — 
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Number  of  houses  inspected 

>f  ,,  ,,  in  respect  of  which  informal  notices  were 

served 

n Jt  ,,  at  which  work  was  completed  as  a result 

of  informal  notices  ... 

1(  ,,  in  respect  of  which  Statutory  notices 

were  served 

>t  ,,  at  which  work  was  completed  as  a result 
of  Statutory  notices  ... 

,f  ,,  ,,  at  which  work  was  in  progress 

)(  at  which  work  was  not  commenced  ... 

XI.  BUND  WELFARE. 

The  duties  of  the  Council  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920,  are 
administered  in  accordance  with  a revised  scheme  and  regulations  which 
received  the  approval  of  the  Minister  of  Health  in  April  1934. 

Registration. — During  the  year  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  held  14 
clinics  and  examined  55  cases;  and  also  examined  four  cases  at  home, 
owing  to  physical  disability  which  prevented  attendance  at  the  clinic. 
Of  this  total  of  59  examinations  22  were  added  to  the  register  of 
blind  persons,  and  there  were  also  seven  transfer  cases  added.  Twenty- 
one  names  were  removed,  15  owing  to  death,  and  6 to  removal  outside 
the  Borough,  leaving  a total  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1939  of  179 
persons  as  compared  with  170  last  year. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  register  in  January  1920  was  81, 
and  comparison  of  the  age  classification  then  and  now  shows  that  the 
increase  is  almost  entirely  at  ages  over  40 — thus,  the  numbers  at  ages 
40-50  were  4 as  against  22  in  1939;  at  years  50-60  they  were  8 and  17; 
at  ages  60-70  they  were  14  and  51;  and  over  70  years  21  and  52 
respectively. 

Employment  and  Instruction.  — The  registered  blind  are  assisted 
and  supervised  by  two  Home  Teachers  giving  the  whole  of  their  time  to 
work  in  the  Borough;  during  the  year  the  Home  Teachers  paid  2,061 
visits,  gave  886  lessons  at  home,  and  disbursed  the  weekly  money  pay- 
ments to  necessitous  cases;  in  addition,  162  visits  and  182  lessons  were 
given  to  evacuated  blind  persons  in  Southport  from  1st  September  to 
end  of  year.  In  addition  classes  were  established  in  the  autumn  in 
knitting  and  weaving  for  women,  and  in  basket-making  for  men;  the 
classes  are  well  attended  and  are  much  appreciated. 
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2652 
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331 

331 

43 

21 
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The  Home  Teaching  Society  on  December  31st  1939  was  assisting 
121  unemployable  blind  (excluding  blind  evacuees)  with  money  grants 
at  a total  weekly  cost  of  £86  4s.  6d.,  the  amount  of  relief  being  given 
varying  from  3/6  to  26/-  weekly,  with  the  maximum  amount  of  26/- 
being  paid  in  3 cases.  In  addition  eleven  persons  (9  males  and  2' 
females)  are  employed  at  the  Blind  Workshops. 

During  the  year  13  applications  for  the  certification  of  blindness  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  the  Wireless  Telegraphy  (Blind  Persons 
Facilities)  Act,  1926.  were  granted. 

Domiciliary  Medical  Attendance. — In  May  1937  the  Council  insti- 
tuted a Domiciliary  Medical  Service  for  the  (non-insured)  registered 
blind  by  arrangement  with  local  medical  practitioners  who  agreed  to 
enter  their  names  on  a panel  and  to  provide  medical  attendance  for  a 
capitation  fee  of  the  same  amount  as  that  obtaining  under  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Acts;  necessary  prescriptions  are  dispensed  by  a 
similar  panel  of  private  chemists.  The  scheme  works  smoothly  and 
satisfactorily,  and  the  cost  to  the  Council  for  the  financial  year  1940-41 
is  estimated  to-  be  £70. 

Evacuation  of  Blind  Persons. — 1 On  2nd  September  1939  45  regis- 
tered blind  persons  were  evacuated  to  Southport,  most  of  them  being 
accommodated  in  a large  detached  house ; the  whole-time  services  of 
the  Assistant  Home  Teacher  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Recep- 
tion Area  to  facilitate  supervision.  The  return  to  Bootle  of  this  category 
of  evacuated  persons  was  slower  than  in  other  groups,  and  on  1st  July 
1940  there  still  remained  22  resident  in  Southport. 

Welfare  Centre. — The  scattered  and  inadequate  facilities  for 
recreation  and  handicraft  instruction  were  reviewed  during  the  year 
and  the  Council  decided  to  take  over  an  unoccupied  house  at  46, 
Merton  Road  and  to  furnish  and  equip  it  appropriately  for  these  pur- 
poses; this  Welfare  Centre  was  duly  opened  by  His  Worship  the  Mayor 
on  20th  December  1939. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. — Under  the  scheme  adopted  in  December 
1937  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  six  cases  were  notified  of  persons 
threatened  with  blindness,  of  whom  two  were  found  to  he  blind  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Blind  Persons  Act.  Three  other  cases  were  assisted 
with  prescription  and  provision  of  spectacles. 
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Appendix  1. 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 
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17 
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Enteric  Fever  

• . 

Small-pox  

• • 

Measles  

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ..  

1 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

16 
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8 
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. . 

• • 

10 

Influenza  

12 

1 

• • 

1 

2 
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2 

1 

4 

• • 

Erysipelas  

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

73 
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1 

. . 

1 

20 

18 

28 

5 

6 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 
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• • 
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L 
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1 

Otliei  Tuberculous  Diseases 

3 

1 

1 

1 

. . 

. . 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 
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Rheumatic  Fever  ... 
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Organic  He^rt  Di°ease 
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1 

3 

49 
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4 

Bronchitis  ...  

47 

4 

. . 

1 

. . 

. . 

1 

16 

25 

. . 

Pneumonia  fall  forms) 

72 

8 

. . 

1 

6 

. • 

3 

17 

37 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  organs  ... 

8 

. . 

. . 

1 

. . 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

21 

17 

1 

. . 

. . 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

3 

2 

•• 

1 

• • 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

1 

1 

• • 

• • 

Alcoholism  ... 

• • 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

34 

. . 

. . 

1 

. . 

. . 

5 

14 

14 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  Preg 

nancy  and  Parturition... 

5 

5 

• • 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation 

including  Premature  Birth 

42 

42 

3 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

37 

. . 

1 

1 

2 

4 

5 

16 

8 

33 

Suicide 

5 

. . 

. . 

. . 

1 

2 

2 

. . 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

205 

23 

1 

. . 

5 

3 

13 

62 

9S 

18 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown... 

11 

1 

1 

1 - 

6 

3 

3 

Totals 

895 

100 

5 

17 

28 

35 

70 

264 

376 

101 

SUB-ENTRIES  INCLUDED  IN  ABOVE  FIGURES. 


Cerebre-spinal  Fever 

Poliomyelitis 

Bronchopneumonia 

•• 

. . 

41 

7 

.. 

1 

4 

2 

14 

16 

i 

Venereal  Diseases 

. . 

2 

• * 

2 

• • 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

. . 

28 

11 

17 

4 

Arterio-Sclerosis 

• . 

7 

1 

6 

Senile  Decay 

Tetanus 

18 

18 

;; 

General  Paralysis  of  Insane 
Aneurism  ..  ..  ..  .. 

Locomotor  Ataxy  1 

• • 

40 
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